PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION

people may have their aesthetic tastes devel-
oped at public expense ? Theatres and operas
are subsidized now in some states in Europe;
but there is danger of the state furnishing so
much to the citizen, as was probably the case
in ancient Athens, that he will to a great extent
lose his self-reliance.

Ought we possibly to go a step farther and
at public expense teach morals and religion ?
Is not this likewise a kind of preventive legis-
lation against crime? Experience has shown
that a gas-light in a dark alley is cheaper and
much more efficient in the prevention of crime
than is a policeman. In the city of New York
individual workers in our college and social
settlements can probably be found who have
done more to prevent crime than three times
their number of policemen in those same
neighborhoods. In many communities there
are individual preachers who have cost far less
than the city has paid in salaries for magis-
trates and who have stopped an even greater
amount of crime. Is there any principle by
which we can determine just where the state's
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